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Objective/Learning Target:
How to add and subtract rational expressions 



Let’s Get Started:
Here’s an example of a Rational Expression.

Yep! It is a fraction.
And it will have an algebraic numerator and denominator.

Today, we are going to focus on adding and subtracting 
two rational expressions.



Lesson:

When adding or subtracting any 
fractions, the fractions MUST have 

common denominators.

Usually that means multiplying the 
top and bottom of each fraction to 
create the common denominator.

Then you finish by adding or 
subtracting the numerators 

together. 



Lesson:
Here is an 
example done 
with algebraic 
fractions.

(If you need help 
with factoring, 
see the lesson 
from 4/28)

Multiply top and bottom to 
create common denominators

Distribute and multiply to 
remove the parentheses on top.

Combine like terms in the 
numerator



Lesson: Here is a video to explain in more detail how to create 
common denominators and add/subtract rational 
expressions.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FZdt73khrxA


Lesson: Here is one more video example

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d3xr5a4cln0


Practice
Add and Subtract Rational Expressions 

with Answers

Even more practice

More practice with
adding and subtracting rational expressions

with answers

http://www.kutasoftware.com/FreeWorksheets/Alg2Worksheets/Adding+Subtracting%20Rational%20Expressions.pdf
http://www.kutasoftware.com/FreeWorksheets/Alg2Worksheets/Adding+Subtracting%20Rational%20Expressions.pdf
https://www.lavc.edu/math/library/math125/Worksheets/Q21.pdf
https://www.lavc.edu/math/library/math125/Worksheets/Q21.pdf
https://www.lavc.edu/math/library/math125/Worksheets/Q21.pdf

